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SUBJECT: THE RULES OF THE SPANISH DEMOCRATIC GAME 

1 . A GUEST COMMENTARY IN "ABC" (MONARCHIST) TOUCHED 
IN ITS AUTHOR'S WAY ON THE CENTRAL ISSUE OF PRESENT 

SPANISH POLITICAL LIFE: HOW IS THE GAME OF REFORM TO BE PLAYED? 

2. EVERYONE SEEMED AGREED, ON THE DEATH OF FRANCO, 

THAT THIS HISTORIC CHANGE NEEDS BE UNDERLINED AS WELL 
BY A POLITICAL CHANGE. THE DIVISIONS BEGAN OVER THE 
QUESTION OF HOW THIS DEMOCRATIC REFORM WAS TO BE ACHIEVED: 
WHO ESTABLISHES THE RULES OF THE DEMOCRATIC GAME? THE 
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FROM WITHIN-THAT IS, REFORM VIA INSTITUTIONS WHICH 
ARE NOT IN FACT DEMOCRATIC IN THEMSELVES. THE OPPOSITION 
CLAIMS THE ONLY WAY IS BY A CONSTITUENT PROCESS BASED 
ON EVIDENTLY DEMOCRATIC PRINCIPLES. 

3. MANY NOW COMPLAIN THAT THE GOVT HAS ALREADY LOST 
IRREPLACEABLE TIME AND ALLOWED THE PROPONENTS OF 
"IMMOBILISM" TACTICAL ADVANTAGES WHICH THEY DID NOT 
HAVE FIVE MONTHS AGO. OTHERS WONDER WHY THE GOVT HAS 
NOT YET ACTED TO BRIDGE THE GAP BETWEEN ITS "REFORMISM" 
WHICH CLAIMS TO REPRESENT POPULAR DESIRES AND THE 
OPPOSITON WHICH APPEARS TO POTENTIALLY REPRESENT WIDE 
IDEOLOGICAL CURRENTS IN THE COUNTRY. THAT DEMOCRACY 
COULD RESULT FROM THE WORK OF THE MIXED COMMISSION 
(REPRESENTATIVE AS IT IS OF THE OLD REGIME) WOULD BE 

A MIRACLE. 

4. BUT IMAGINING THAT RULES ACCEPTABLE TO THE VAST 
MAIORITY OF SPANIARDS ARE ACHIEVED, THEN THE 
FOLLOWING ARE THE CONDITIONS WHICH MUST BE OBTAINED 
TO DEMOSTRATE THAT SPAIN IS A DEMOCRACY: FIRST, THE 
FREE FUNCTIONING OF POLITICAL PARTIES WHICH CAN CHANNEL 
THE DIVERSE IDEOLOGICAL CURRENTS OF THE COUNTRY; 

SECONDLY, FULL PUBLIC LIBERTIES, EXPLICITLY, FREEDOM 

OF SPEECH, OF ASSEMBLY AND OF LABOR UNIONS; THIRDLY, 

A PARLIAENTARY SYSTEM ELECTED BY UNIVERSAL SUFFRAGE 
WHICH WOULD NOT CONTAIN A POWERFUL NON-DEMOCRATIC UPPER 
HOUSE; AND FOURTHLY THE RESPONSIBLITY OF THE GOVT BEFORE THE 
LEGISLATURE, REQUIRING A CHANGE IN THE METHOD OF SELECTING 
THE PRIME MINISTER. 

5. ONCE THE RULES OF THE DEMOCRATIC GAME ARE ESTABLISHED 
IT WILL BE THE REPRESENTATIVE INSTITUTIONS THEMSELVES 

AND THE DYNAMIC IMPLULSE OF SOCIETY WHICH WILL ACHIEVE THE 
NECESSARY REMODELING AND PERFECTING. THUS, IT WOULD NOT 
BE SO DIFFICULT TO ARRIVE AT THE DESIRED GOAL OF CONVERTING 
SPAIN INTO A NORMAL EUROPENA COUNTRY IN WHICH POLITICAL 
LIBERTIES ARE A FACT OF LIFE. 
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